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Inside this issue: 

Communities That Care of Lorain County is growing up. We are now entering our 10th year as a 
coalition working to prevent underage substance abuse. The coalition concluded its 4th year of a 
5-year Drug Free Community Grant in September 30, 2012. 

This report outlines the major accomplishments of our coalition, which serves as an umbrella 
over: 

 The STOP Task Force; focused on underage 
drinking issues. 

 Teen Institute of Lorain County (TiLC); 
youth leadership promoting drug-free lifestyles. 

 SOLACE Lorain County; for families impacted 
by substance abuse, especially the prescription 
drug and opiate epidemic. 

Additionally, the coalition partners with: 

 YAADA: Young Adult Alcohol & Drug 
Awareness Coalition; funded through a 4-year 
state incentive grant focusing on 18-25-year-olds 
and high-risk use of alcohol. In its second year 
(2011-2012) YAADA completed 400 surveys as part 
of its countywide assessment as it works to create 
its Logic Model. 

 LCADA( Lorain County Alcohol & Drug 
Abuse Services): for the past several years, CTC 
has supported the work of a LCADA prevention 
specialist who serves as an advocate in the schools 
and as a  liaison to the coalition to create 
environmental changes in schools around substance abuse prevention and reduction. 

We appreciate the continued support of our funders and our community in creating a healthier, 
safer, drug-free Lorain County.  

 

 —Catherine Gabe, Coordinator, Communities That Care of Lorain County . 

Spring 2013 
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STOP Task Force   
(Sober Truth on Preventing Underage Drinking) 

Highlights from the STOP Task Force include: 

 Underage drinking surveillance: compliance checks 
were conducted with local police departments with the 
following results: Amherst (12 violations/28 businesses 
approached); Elyria (14 violations/15 businesses 
approached); North Ridgeville (13 violations/25 businesses 
approached). 

 TEEN Supreme Radio “Sober Thoughts”: 18 internet 
radio shows focused on underage drinking issues in 
partnership with Boys and Girls Clubs of Lorain County 

 Class Action: partnered with Lorain County Juvenile 
Court to implement the curriculum that puts teens in 
simulated case studies about underage drinking 
consequences. 

 Town Hall meeting on underage drinking. 

 
A N N U A L  R E P O R T   



CTC of Lorain County partnered with the Lorain 
County General Health District to conduct a 
countywide health assessment in Fall 2011. 

CTC gleaned Core Measure information about 
alcohol, tobacco and marijuana use among 2,500 
Lorain County youth in grades 6, 8 and 10. The 
survey found: 

 Youth are starting to use substances earlier 
than ever before. 

 Youth know, more than ever, the dangers of 
using substances, however, their behavior 
doesn’t reflect this. 

 Use of all substances across all grades has 
increased since our 2000 Youth Survey 

 Youth say their parents are less concerned 
about their using behaviors; across all 
substances and all grades, parent disapproval 
has declined. 

 Alcohol is the most commonly abused drug 
among youth; 

 Marijuana use has significantly increased—
nearly 25% of 10th graders used marijuana. 

 

 

 Prescription medication abuse is increasing; 
31% of youth 17 and over used medications 
not prescribed for them or took more than 
prescribed to feel good or get high. 

In September 2012, over 80 key leaders convened 
to review the Community Health Assessment and 
identify priorities; substance abuse placed among 
the top 4. For the complete report, go to: 

www.loraincountyhealth.com  

 

 

“After the Pain....A New Lorain” is a 20-foot by 8-
foot tall mural depicting the problems and      
transforming a dull landscape into a colorful 
vision illustrating solutions for the community. 
The mural was unveiled at a community 
celebration in September.  

It will be permanently installed at the Black River 
Landing, with placards honoring those involved in 
creating this wonderful project. The coalition is 
working to spread the mural  concept throughout 
Lorain County.  

 

“After the Pain.... 
A New Lorain” 

Summer 2012 kicked off with over 30 youth from 
Teen Institute of Lorain County (TiLC) and the 
Lorain County Urban League partnering with the 
coalition’s STOP Task Force and the Lorain Arts 
Council to create a mural with a positive message. 

Earlier in the year, youth snapped pictures of 
problem areas in their community. The Camera 
Project served as the backdrop for further 
discussions with prevention specialists and artists 
to create an alternative vision for the entire 
community.  

 

Changing Our Landscape....The Mural Project 

Community Health Assessment 
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Lorain County 
Community Health 
Assessment 

Released 

August 2012 

Mission 

“Lorain County  
Communities That 
Care is a strong, 
positive network 
of family, school 
and communities. 
Our county-wide 
efforts aim at 
reducing our 
youth’s problem 
behaviors that 
include substance 
abuse, depression, 
teen  
delinquency, 
school drop-out 
and violence. We 
are committed to 
strengthen 
protective factors 
and reduce risk 
factors in our 
communities, 
families, schools 
and individual 
and peer groups 
with the goal of 
healthy behaviors 
for all Lorain 
County children 
and youth. 

 
 
 

We VISION a  
community that: 
 Promotes 

strong 
families 

 Fosters 
collaboration 
between 
school and 
communities 

 Creates 
schools that 
are safe 

 Encourages 
schools’ 
academic 
success 

 Provides 
youth with 
opportunities 
for pro-social 
involvement 
and rewards 



The support, information ,  
education and advocacy group 
for families coping with 
substance abuse formed in May 
2012. 

The group was launched in  
response to the prescription 
drug, opiate and heroin 
epidemic. Members began 
writing Letters to the Editor, 
attended the statewide Opiate 
Summit in Columbus, OH and 
published their first SOLACE 
Lorain County newsletter. 

SOLACE Lorain County was the 
coalition spotlight in Drug Free 
Action Alliance’s June 
newsletter. 

“They have truly hit the ground 
running,” said Malaika Stubbs-
Wilson, SOLACE Ohio Network 
Program Manager. “They have 
been amazing and inspiring.” 
SOLACE Lorain County is also 
part of the statewide Family 
Engagement Advocacy group to 

expand substance abuse 
prevention efforts.  

The group meets twice monthly 
on Wednesdays from 6-8 p.m. 
at locations around the county. 
Meetings include time for 
sharing personal stories, 
resources and advocacy efforts. 
Speakers’ topics included the 
local prescription drug 

epidemic, setting boundaries, 
addiction and the peculiarly 
addictive properties of 
prescription medications.  

SOLACE Lorain County 
members’ stories appeared in 
The Morning   Journal, The 
Chronicle Telegram and were 
featured on IdeaStream’s 
WCPN 90.3 FM and PBS 
station during September, 
Recovery month. 

 The group recently received a 
$1,000 mini grant from the 
statewide SOLACE network to 
expand advocacy efforts around 
the devastating toll of substance 
abuse, especially prescription 
drug and opiate abuse.  

 

to the policy, including 
surveying and assessing youth 
about their community’s needs. 

CTC is an active participant 
with the district’s 
own Drug Task 
Force, providing 
resources and     
technical assistance 
as needed. 

 

The Vermilion Local School 
District was selected as the first
-time recipient of “You’re A 
Champion” Award,  honoring 
individuals and organizations, 
which make a significant 
impact on substance abuse in 
their community. 

The Vermilion district adopted 
a random drug testing policy 
for students. CTC was a key 
partner in the steps leading up 

The coalition  recognizes the 
importance of celebrating 
successes and honoring those 
making an impact in the hard, 

but rewarding, work 
of community 
change. 

 

“Dream Team’s Frosty Cream” Best Student Drink  

“You’re a Champion!” 2012 

dreamy-theme display, which 
included a canopy bed, moons, 
stars and pictures of TiLC’ers 
catching a few zzzzzsss after 
their first leadership outing. 
The annual event is a great, 
family-friendly activity that 
draws hundreds who can 
sample beverages, listen to 
holiday music, vote for their 
favorites and learn more about 

safe    holiday celebrations. 

Dream Team’s Frosty 
Cream: 

2 cups vanilla ice cream, 3 cups 
ice cubes from frozen orange 
pop, 1/2 cup cream soda, 1/2 
cup orange soda; toss all in a 
blender and blend until desired 
consistency; grab a straw, a 
glass and enjoy! 

The Teen Institute of Lorain 
County (TiLC), won “Best 
Student Drink” at the 10th 
Annual Zero Proof Mix-Off in 
December 2011. Agencies and 
groups compete for the best 
non-alcoholic beverages and 
other awards at the popular 
event. 

Youth taste-tested various 
drink concoctions and created a 

SOLACE Lorain County 
for families impacted by substance abuse 

SOLACE means “to seek comfort” 
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Our Financial Picture 

4950 Oberlin Ave. 
Lorain, OH 44053 

440-282-9920 
www.ctcloraincounty.org 

cgabe@lorainadas.org 
 

Co mmu nit ies  That  C are  
of  L or ai n Cou nty   

CTC’s Executive Committee includes the 
following individuals: 

Anna Cacchione; Lt. Mark Cawthon; Joyce 
Davis; LaTonya Fenderson; Catherine Gabe; 
Janet Garcia; Elaine Georgas; Elizabeth 
“Buffy” Greenawalt; Richard Haase; Christine 
M. Horne; Rita M. Hoyt; Kathleen Kern; Kathy 
Loos; Diana Marrero-Pinto; Jay Nimene; 
Kathy Rednour;  Joel Reichlin;  Christine 
Robinson; Darrell Shumpert;  Thomas Stuber;  
Brenda Taylor-Hines,  Brenda Warren; Timo-
thy Williams. We welcome our newest 
Executive Committee members: Ephrom 
Ball; Mike Conibear; Rev. Mark Pemberton; 
Jackie Sigman;  Tammy Tansey.  CTC’s Execu-
tive Committee meets the first Tuesday of 
every month, 9-10:30 a.m. at locations coun-
tywide. Twice a year, the coalition reports out 
to the community at its Advisory Council 
meeting. 

Communities That Care of Lorain County      

(Sept. 30, 2011—September 29, 2012) Revenues 
Drug Free Communities and Support      83,450 

ADAS Board of Lorain County                                56,637 

Catholic Charities                                       22,116 

Nord Family Foundation                            10,000 

Nordson Corporation Foundation             20,000 

In-Kind Support                                         12,625  

                Subtotal  $204,828 

STOP Act (Underage Drinking)                 50,000 

ODADAS (YAADA)                                 140,000 

   Subtotal               $190,000 

    TOTAL              $394,828 

                                         

This Annual Report reflects the 4th year of CTC’s funding from the Drug Free Communities, and Support Program (DFC), 
through the Office of National Drug Control Policy via the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration. To 
obtain DFC funds, local match, including in-kind dollars are required. Local match (including in-kind), are provided by the 
Alcohol and Drug Addiction Services (ADAS) Board of Lorain County, Catholic Charities Corporation, Nord Family Foun-
dation, Nordson Corporation Foundation and numerous volunteer hours with CTC’s committees and workgroups. ADAS 
has also administered the STOP Act Grant (3rd year) with its emphasis on underage drinking. Finally, the Ohio Depart-
ment of Alcohol and Drug Addiction Services (ODADAS) provided 2nd year funding to the Young Adult Alcohol and Drug 
Awareness (YAADA) coalition, targeting environmental prevention strategies for 18-25-year-olds. All programs are under 
the collaborative partnership of CTC of Lorain County and the ADAS Board of Lorain County. 

Ohio Department of Alcohol and 
Drug Addiction Services 


